On Usage-Based Billing
O

n usage-based billing, oh let’s take a stab!

Perhaps it’s no more than a revenue grab

And network congestion, which we try to fix

Is just like the shortage of IPv6

A number so large, so vast, and so great

Like stars in the sky, we can’t estimate.

W

hatever the problems, we must settle the rates

So networks are built, and blockages go

Investors rejoice, and signals do flow.

T

he Commission’s at work, deliberations profound

To sift through the mountains of evidence found.

If we get it wrong, our doom is foretold

The Commission’s abolished, its assets are sold.

D

emand must be forecast, a risky affair.

The costs are predicted, and traffic load share

Is derived by methods unwise to declare

Assumptions are made, the numbers inserted

From the mouth of the spigot, the prices are spurted.

I

f we get it right, the public’s appeased, 

The carriers will groan, but the Cabinet’s pleased. 

So where do we go, to solve the dilemma, 

of Internet pricing -  no easy problema.
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